THE MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
Now, all these productive powers, heat, fertility,
water and steam power, all the manifold forces of nature,
upon the combination of which economic production
depends, are always there; they have existed from time
immemorial. It was only necessary to discover them and
to find out in what manner they could be put to use.
Magnetism, for instance, and electricity, which play
such a conspicuous part in modern economic produc-
tion, did always exist; but no intelligent human being
had discovered them and found out how they might be
employed for man's use. There are, no doubt, many
undiscovered forces and phenomena in nature which
might be of unsuspected value to human economics,
waiting to be discovered by man.
Discovering a new productive force, as well as finding
out a method of applying it, are mental acts. If this were
not the case, if there were no need of intelligence to
discover and employ the forces of nature, the animals
would discover and employ them also, and the inferior
races would develop a civilisation as quickly as the
higher do. Probably no one would contend that the
discovery and the use of productive forces, from the con-
struction of primitive tools, the domestication of animals,
the beginning of agriculture, up to the use of steam and
electricity, have been unconscious acts and were not
brought about by what we call mind, imagination,
reasoning and will, in short, the intellectual activities
of man. People may not always be conscious of the
importance and of the consequences of their discoveries,
but every discovery, the most primitive contrivance as
well as the most surprising invention, was made by the
imaginative and reasoning forces of the human mind.
If these forces* were lacking, men would live and act like
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